
SHARE
Highs & Lows

READ
Luke 19:1-10 (Storybook Bible p. 400)

ACTIVITIES
See below and the attached sheets for activities

PRAY
Dear God, Thank you for finding us and loving us. Thank you for loving
everyone who is lost. Help us remember that you always love and look for us.
Amen

BLESS
Mark the sign of the cross and say “Jesus loves you!”

What does Jesus do before he arrives in Jericho? [He heals a blind man.]

Why cannot Zacchaeus see Jesus? [He is short and the crowd blocked his view.]

What does Zacchaeus do so that he can see Jesus? [He climbs in a tree.]

What does Jesus do when he sees Zacchaeus? [He tells Zacchaeus that he wants to go to Zacchaeus’

house.]

How do you think Zacchaeus felt when Jesus said he was coming to his house? [Happy, shocked, surprised,

excited.]

How does the crowd react when Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house? [They did not like it, they complained

about it, they did not want Jesus to go there.]

At the end of the story, what does Zacchaeus decide to do? [He decides to give away half of his possessions

and to pay back everyone he stole from with four times the amount.]

STORY REVIEW & DISCUSSION
Supplies: words on paper
Before Class: Hide words around the classroom. Words include: Jesus, Zacchaeus, tax collector, crowd,

sycamore tree, come down, welcome, grumble, repent, give back, etc.

Say: Hidden in our room are cards with words or phrases that are found in today’s story. Can you find all of the

cards?

Do: Invite students to search the room for the cards. After all of the cards have been collected, bring the group

back together.

Ask: What are the words or phrases that you found? Let’s use the cards to retell the story.

Say: Invite students to use the index cards to retell the story.

Ask:

Story Review Wrap-up: It was a big deal that Jesus wanted to visit Zacchaeus’ house. People did not like him.

This made some people upset. But Jesus still loved Zacchaeus. This changed Zacchaeus. It made him realize

what he had done wrong, and Zacchaeus decided to admit what he did and try to make things better.
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How did it feel to find out you were going to have to dance? 
How did it feel after you presented it?
Imagine how Zacchaeus felt to be picked by Jesus. How would our lives be different if we did happy
dances for Jesus every day?  

What are some times when people your age feel left out, or lonely, or wish they were part of the
crowd? [Sick on a field trip day, detention, not being included—if needed, tell your own story.] 
Where are some places where youth might be together in a big group? 
How does it feel to be alone in a crowd? 
What things might you think about if you felt alone in a big group? 
What might make you feel better? 

Serving Through Repentance
Supplies: beads, string/yarn (use pipe cleaners instead of string for young students), paper boats
Say: In today’s story, Zacchaeus admits that he did something wrong. Sometimes, when we admit that
we do something wrong, we pray a special kind of prayer called a prayer of repentance. When we say a
prayer of repentance, we apologize for the things we have done that have hurt God or other people. 
Do: Cut a length of string or yarn for each student. Give each student a length. 
Say: Think about a person who you may have blamed for something, or a person who you need to say “I
am sorry” to. I am going to give you some beads. Make a bracelet for this person.
Do: Give each student a handful of beads. Help them string the beads, if needed. 
Do: After students have placed the beads on the string, tie off the string so that it makes a bracelet.
Invite students to place their bracelets in the center of the group. 
Pray: Over the bracelets. Use the following, or pray your own prayer: Dear God, thank you for always
loving us, even when we are not perfect. Please help us remember to repent and see you in our lives,
every day. Amen. 
Do: Encourage students to take their bracelets home and give them to the person they thought about
during this activity.

Happy Feet: Create a happy dance
Supplies: None
Say: We do not get a lot of detail in this story, but we can tell, by Zacchaeus’ reaction to all that Jesus
did for him, that he appears to be a happy man.
Ask: What if the crowd had required Zacchaeus to do a happy dance to prove how much he wanted to
see Jesus? Pause. That is right. There would have to be a dance off. 
Do: Find yourself a group and take several minutes to create the craziest, happiest looking dance to
prove to the crowd that you want to see Jesus.
Do: Have the groups work on their dance. They are responsible for imagining their own music. Keep the
dances appropriate, and remind them that humor always impresses judges. When everyone is ready, let
each group present their happy dance.   
Discuss: The dance experience. 

Say: Remember, that as Christians, we are sometimes called to be an example for others. Just like
Zacchaeus accepted the call from Jesus with joy, we can be happy to follow Jesus in all that we do.   

You Had Me At Hello
Supplies: 1/4 of a paper (long), pens/pencils, markers
Do: Have the supplies ready, but do not hand them out right away. Lead the following discussion first.
Discuss: 

Say: Let’s take some time to make a special dollar bill.  
Do: Hand out the supplies as you explain the task. Explain: We are going to make a bill that says
“Prayer Pays” on one side. On the other side, you are going to complete a statement for someone who
feels alone, like Zacchaeus did. The statement is, “I hope you always have ________.” In the blank,
write whatever you think someone who feels alone in a crowd might need. Then design your bill however
you would like. We will read them all aloud when we are done. 
Do: Allow time for students to complete the project. When they are done, have them each read their
dollar bills aloud. 
Say: Put this special “Prayer Pays” dollar in your pocket or purse or wallet or something like that, and
you will always know that Jesus is ready to give you what you need, just like he did for Zacchaeus.
Hopefully, that will give you a sense of joy.



What did Zacchaeus do in order to see Jesus?
What did Zacchaeus do after he saw Jesus?

What would you be willing to go out on a limb for in order to see or
experience? 

Why is that so important to you?
When does following Jesus require giving up something? 
When Jesus reaches out to an outsider, is he devaluing the insider? Explain
your answer

Share, write, or draw about an experience when as either an outsider or an
insider you experienced the love of God.

Go out on a limb for Jesus. Do all that you can this week to seek him. Be
prepared to respond to his leading.

SHARE
Highs & Lows

OPENING PRAYER
God, please help us grasp that the gift of your salvation is for anyone—insider
or outsider. Help us all to receive Jesus with faith and joy. Amen.

READ
Luke 19:1-10

DISCUSS
Use the following questions to discuss the day’s Bible passage and how it
relates to your lives.

Understand 

Wrestle

Share

Apply

ACTIVITIES
Use the attached activities to have a hands on way of sharing the message of
this week's lesson.

PRAY
Dear God, Thank you for finding us and loving us. Thank you for loving
everyone who is lost. Help us remember that you always love and look for us.
Amen

BLESS
Mark the sign of the cross and say “Jesus loves you!”
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