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First %\ Lutheran
p—

We invite you to prayerfully reflect on the gifts CHURCH

God has given you and how you might share them
with our community. Whether it’s your time,
talents, or treasures—no matter the size or
amount—each gift is a meaningful part of what we
create together. When we bring our gifts
together, God can use them to make something
beautiful and help shape the next season of

BEAUTY IN @ Ways to Give
COMMITMENT

We cared so much for you, and you became

so dear to us, that we were willing to give

our lives for you when we gave you God's [ e Mail Online / App LETIS MAKE
message. :
-1 Thessalonians 2:8 For information regarding IRA distributions, stocks, So M ET H I NG

mutual funds, legacy gifts, or the Endowment
sound simple, but relationships are far from

simple. Even the best relationships include )
struggle. Paul remarks that we share with one We're here to hel p'
another not only the gospel, but also our very
selves. That’s commitment. This commitment
is beautiful, tender, and also demanding. It
asks us to give of ourselves. We put love into
action, for nourishment, for health, and for
life.

320.762.2196

Stewardship

Reflection: Where am | being called to love 1655 18th Ave E
through my actions even when it's difficult? Alexandria, MN 56308 Z)&MW and Z%@ meelt,

admin@firstlutheranalexandria.com
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BEAUTY IN
PRAYER

All | want is Christ and to know that |
belong to him.

-Philippians 3:10

The “law” is the bitter truth of our own human
failings. Paul writes “gospel”: we now know
Christ and are found in Christ. He emphasizes
God'’s action. Paul claims Christ as his own, but
only after Christ already made Paul God'’s own.
The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates
him to press on toward the ultimate goal,
eternal life with Christ.

Reflection: We begin with prayer. How can |
pray for myself, my congregation, and my
neighbors all around the world?

WORKING
TOGETHER

Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion,
help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my coworkers,
whose names are in the book of life.

-Philippians 4:3

Even though there is controversy within the
Philippian community, Paul still praises it as his
joy and his crown. We work side by side:
praying, rejoicing, and proclaiming that the risen

Lord is here, in word, sacrament, and community.

Reflection: What are my gifts and passions, and
where is God making space for me to work
alongside others?

BEAUTY IN
WITNESS

And because of you, the Lord's message
has spread everywhere in those regions.
Now the news of your faith in God is
known all over the world.

-1 Thessalonians 1:8

In a city famous for its loyalty to the Roman
emperor, a young Christian community that is
being persecuted is praised as a model of
faithfulness to Christ Jesus. Jesus, not
Emperor Claudius, is Lord. We also share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ through personal
testimony, daily actions, and community life.

Reflection: How can | tell my story so others
can know Jesus?
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