
Dear First Lutheran friends,

Here’s a question for you: What’s the most valuable thing in your life?

You might say “family” or “friends.” You might say “faith” or “love,” “justice” or “joy” – and you’d be right, of
course. Each of these is a priceless gift from God. 

But there’s something else, too, shining in the faces of family and friends, glowing in acts of love and justice,
generosity and celebration. When we see it, we smile and say, “Ah, look! How wonderful! How beautiful!” 

And there it is: one of the most valuable things in our lives is beauty. God’s beauty. Creation’s beauty. The lovely,
radiant goodness of the world. And God knows the world needs more beauty and goodness these days.

Here at First Lutheran Church, part of our mission is to give thanks for this beauty – and to make something
beautiful together. The beauty of the Gospel in action. The beauty of Scripture and preaching. The beauty of
singing and worshipping together, learning together, and serving together, from Bible studies and small groups, to
Wednesday night youth programming, to the smiles of our Community Preschool students. Ah, look! How
wonderful! How beautiful!

Over the next 4 weeks, we’ll be having a church-wide conversation about investing in this beautiful community,
financially and otherwise, with boldness, imagination, and creativity. And on Sunday, October 25, and
Wednesday, October 28, we'll celebrate and renew our commitment. Not to be missed! Mark your calendars –
and start thinking about what’s most beautiful to you about First Lutheran Church. 

Thank you again for the radiance you already bring to the table. This really is some of the most valuable work we
can do together. Let’s make something beautiful!

Grace and peace,

Pastor Julé Ballinger                            Pastor Megan Preston                    

P.S. This giving season, you’re invited to practice beauty in all kinds of ways – and not just with your checkbook.
Pick up a copy of the “30-Day Beauty Challenge” at the welcome center or follow along each day on Facebook
and Instagram for simple, daily prompts to notice beauty and grow in gratitude, kindness, and joy. Give it a try!
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